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*    ITALIAN LIBYA
Italian Libya, the former Tripoli, which occupies that part of
the Mediterranean coast between Tunis and Egypt, falls into several
distinct physical regions. Along the coast from the Tunisian frontier
to the Gulf of Sidra there lies a low plain of varying width, known
as the Jefara. This is bounded on the south by several ranges of
hills, named the Jebel, which form the much dissected escarpment
of Hamada-el-Homra, the rocky plateau separating Tripoli proper
from the oases of Fezzan. To the east of the Gulf of Sidra is
the elevated tableland of Cyrenaica, The climate of the" northern
part of Tripoli is transitional between the Mediterranean and the
Saharan types. Sufficient rain to permit of cultivation falls on a
narrow coast strip of the Jefara, on the Jebel, and in parts of Cyre-
naica; and in these districts Mediterranean products are grown.
But over a great part of the country scanty pasturage alone is
available, and a large proportion of the inhabitants are nomads
or semi-nomads whose wealth consists of their horses and camels,
sheep and goats. Alfa is collected in the mountain districts, and
date palms are grown in the oases of Fezzan, Sponge fishing and
tunny fishing ^re important pursuits. The principal exports are
sheep and goats, sponges, tobacco and cigarettes, tunny, woollen
goods, and barley. Tripoli was at one time extensively engaged in
the trans-Saharan trade, but, with the opening up of West Africa
by European nations, this has greatly declined in importance.
Tripoli was ceded to Italy in 1912. The region, including the
desert, has an area of nearly 700,000 square miles, and a population
of about 900,000, of whom 90,000 are Italians, The immigration and
settlement of Italians has been carried out by the Italian State,